On the analytic interpretation of the Alexander polynomial
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It is known that the analytically defined Ray-Singer torsion equals to the
Reidemeister torsion, and so provides an analytic interpretation of the ab-
solute value of the Alexander polynomial. We show that how to complexify
the usual Ray-Singer torsion to get an analytic interpretation of (at least
the squre of) the Alexander polynomial itself.

NANKAI UNIVERSITY



